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The scheme

[l The current single carriageway Tyne (vehicle)
Tunnel was opened in 1967.

B It was designed to carry 25000 vehicles per
day but currently carries 34000, leading to
serious congestion at peak times.

[ When it opened it carried 5000 vehicles per
day.

[ The proposed New Tyne Crossing will be built
using an ‘immersed tube’ technique involving
dredging of the river and the dropping of pre-
fabricated tunnel units into the trench.

[ The proposed crossing will be just to the east
of the existing vehicle tunnel and will also link
Jarrow and East Howdon.

B It will cost an estimated £139 million, making it
one of the biggest civil engineering projects in
Britain.

B It will be built, financed, designed and
operated by a concessionaire.

A new bus priority lane has opened at the north end
of the Tyne Tunnel in an effort to improve service
reliability and timekeeping, and encourage the
creation of new routes across the river.

Opening the bus lane, PTA deputy vice chair
Councillor Tom Hanson said: “Congestion is the
single biggest issue at the Tyne Tunnel. It has
affected the ability of bus operators to provide a
good service to passengers on both banks of the
river.

“This new bus lane is a step in the right direction and
will help operators to improve reliability and increase
passenger numbers. The investment reflects the PTA’s
continued commitment to public transport. It must be
recognised, however, that the fundamental problems
will not be addressed until the opening of the New
Tyne Crossing.”

Martin Harris, commercial director of bus operator
GO North East, which operates two services that
use the tunnel, said: “It is vital that new
infrastructure provides for better public transport.
The new bus priority lane at the north end of the
Tyne Tunnel is therefore very important and
welcome.

“Clearly if the infrastructure for buses continues to
improve in this way and reduces the damaging
effects of traffic congestion, we will see more and
better services using the Tyne Tunnel. This is why
we support a new tunnel.”
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Local residents and other interested parties who
responded to the legal notices issued by Tyne and Wear
Passenger Transport Authority (PTA) in June and July will
be able to air their views on the proposed New Tyne
Crossing at a Public Inquiry to be held at the Jarrow
Community Association, Cambrian Street, Jarrow on

4 March 2003.

PTA vice chair Coun Muriel Green said: “I am confident
that the PTA will win its case for a new vehicle tunnel
under the Tyne between Jarrow and East Howdon. The
present tunnel is a bottleneck, the only stretch of single
carriageway on one of the region’s major roads.

“Congestion at the existing vehicle tunnel is bad and only
likely to get worse. The New Tyne Crossing will be a major
benefit to communities on both banks of the river as well

Up

Have your say

Issue 7 — January 2003

as to people and
businesses further
afield. It is a major part
of the transport and
regeneration policies
for the region.”

A pre-inquiry meeting
will be held at Jarrow
Community Association
on 6 January to discuss practical arrangements for the
Public Inquiry. Anyone who intends to present evidence or
be represented at the Public Inquiry may attend.

The New Tyne Crossing
will relieve congestion

Inside this issue of Update we look forward to the Public
Inquiry — why is it necessary and what will it do? Your
questions answered.

Level of support encouraging

Out of the 901 representations made
about the proposed New Tyne
Crossing by the 19 July deadline, 705
opposed the scheme and 190
supported it. The balance are
representations that make no positive
or negative comment on the
proposal.

Letters of support were received from
individuals, local authorities, bus
operators, MPs, the local MEP, One
NorthEast, business organisations,
businesses, motoring organisations

Coun Muriel Green, PTA vice chair,
said: “The level of support we have
received is very encouraging
although opposition to the New Tyne

and members of the public.

A number of objections have been
received from people, businesses

and agencies who may be directly
affected by the proposals.

Some of these objections are
“holding” objections to reserve
positions whilst negotiations take
place to address the concerns of
objectors. The PTA is committed to
working with all objectors to try and
resolve the issues, and to enable
these objections to be withdrawn.

One of the first objectors to withdraw
its objection was English Nature.

Crossing has been vocal and well
organised.

“l am particularly pleased the scheme
has received the support of the bus
operators. They all recognise the
opportunity that the New Tyne
Crossing could bring to enable them
to enhance their cross-Tyne services
between North and South Tyneside.

“In spite of appearances, many
objectors do not object in principle to
the construction of the New Tyne
Crossing, but have interests that may
be affected by it. We are working hard
with them to resolve their concerns
before the Public Inquiry is held.”
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