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The decision by the Secretary of State for Transport to

approve the building of the New Tyne Crossing is to face a

legal challenge which could delay the project by up to nine

months.

The challenge, which was lodged by a resident of South

Tyneside at the end of August, means that a High Court

judge will now decide whether or not the scheme as

proposed by Tyne & Wear Passenger Authority (TWPTA)

can proceed.

At the time of writing no date has been set for the hearing. 

Commenting, TWPTA chairman Councillor David Wood

said: “The challenge concerns the validity of the

Environmental Statement which was prepared on the

New Tyne Crossing. 

“The challenge is deeply regrettable and will add to the

daily frustration of local residents and those people and

firms which suffer unacceptable delays when using the

existing tunnel.” 

The TWPTA, North Tyneside and South Tyneside Councils

will be keeping local people informed as the scheme

progresses.

Cllr Wood said: “The legal challenge has added

uncertainty to an already complex project, which we

appreciate will have some impact on the lives of local

people. I want to assure residents that we will be working

closely with them and North Tyneside and South Tyneside

Councils to do everything in our power to ensure that any

effects are minimised.”

The TWPTA and North and South Tyneside Councils

remain confident that the New Tyne Crossing represents

the best solution for residents and drivers across the area. 

John Harrison, Elected Mayor of North Tyneside, added:

“I am hopeful and confident that the New Tyne Crossing

will eventually be allowed to proceed, giving a huge

boost to our programme of attracting jobs and

regeneration along North Tyneside’s A19 development

corridor and ending the queues and pollution

experienced by residents and motorists at both ends of

the existing tunnel.”

South Tyneside Council Leader, Cllr Paul Waggott, said:

“The challenge may seem frustrating to motorists who

use the existing Tunnel.The decision to move forward

would support the developments and new jobs South

Tyneside Council and partner organisations are working

hard to attract. It would also put an end to the long

queues of traffic at the Tunnel and help local people to

travel more quickly and easily across the Tyne.”

Inside this newsletter you will find more information about

the timetable and what the scheme means for residents,

businesses and drivers near the new tunnel and across

the wider region.
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